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Your Association has been very busy with many 
activities since our last newsletter and I’d like to 
share highlights:  
 April 9   - The delegation from Shibukawa City 

arrived to present the winning Merrie Monarch 
halau the grand prize of a trip to their 19th Ikaho 
King David Kalakaua Merrie Monarch 
Festival in August. 

 April 4-14— Chigiri-e students from 
Hilo, Roanne Tsutsui,  John Tyler, and  I  
exhibited their art at the Hakubi Washi 
Chigiri-e Academy, Spring Grand 
Exhibition in Ueno Park  along with 
over 500 artists from Japan. They were 
accompanied by  Lily Nakao Sensei  and 
her four students from Oahu.   

 May 15 -  Nikkei Kigyo event honoring HPM 
Building Supply and Isemoto Contracting was a 
sold out event.  It was a memorable and 
heartwarming to learn about the two iconic 
companies, their spirit of gaman and to celebrate 
their longevity. We also recognized  our three 
scholarship recipients. 

 May 23—attended opening of traveling exhibit 
“Handcrafted Form: Traditions & Techniques” at 
Hawaii Japanese Center 

 June 17—attended Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry of Hawaii’s installation.  
Congratulations to new president Darren 
Nishioka.  Job well done to outgoing president 
Dave Honma. 

 June 22—JCAH & JCCIH planned a Farewell 

Dinner for departing Consul General Shigeeda 
and his family at Hilo Hawaiian Hotel.   

 June 29—Bunka No Hi committee meets to begin 
planning November 14 event (more  exciting 
information elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 June 30—Courtesy meeting with Miyako City 
Vice Mayor. 

 July 8—met with staff from Consul 
General’s office and Commander U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, Japan Naval Ships regarding the 
historic visit of three Japan Training Naval 
Ships who will visit Hilo in October. 
 July 12—attended an intimate welcome 
reception for the Japan Enameling Artist 
Association at Wailoa Center. 
 August 3-7 —Represented JCAH at 19th 

Ikaho King David Kalakaua Merrie Monarch 
Festival in  Japan with my husband Roland, 
Kathy Kawelu of Merrie Monarch Festival, and 
Kaleo Trinidad’s halau from Honolulu.  I met 
with Shibukawa Education officials who are 
planning homestays of eight students in Hilo next 
August 2016.   Waiakea High School students 
with advisor Kari Sato will also be going to 
Shibukawa City in October 2016 for a homestay.  
The hospitality of our friends from Ikaho was first 
class! Mahalo to Chigira-san, Matsumoto-san, 
Fukuda-san, and Mrs. Sekiguchi, former Ikaho 
mayor wife for the very special dinners.  We were 
also hosted by Shibukawa Mayor Akutsu and 
council.   

 August 21—greeted  20 Miyako City students 
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Event Calendar 
● September 30—deadline to submit nomination 

for Cultural Treasures  
● October 10-12—arrival of  the three Japanese Na-

val ships arrive in Hilo 
● November 14, 2015—Bunka No Hi (Japanese 

Culture Day in Hawaii)  and Buzen Kagura + 
Jazz 

● Nikkei Kigyo Fundraiser honoring KTA Super 
Stores—January 23, 2016 

President, next page 
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NIKKEI KIGYO BANQUET  日系企業顕彰夕食会 

Honored two iconic long-standing businesses: 
 

HPM BUILDING SUPPLY & ISEMOTO CONTRACTING CO., LTD. 
 

MAY 15, 2015 AT NANI MAU GARDEN RESTAURANT 

who arrived for homestay with St. Joseph School 
students, arranged by Junichi Noumaru. 

 August 23—The annual Ireito Service was held 
at Alae Cemetery with many kenjinkais, 
dignitaries and Buddhist churches represented.   

    
Mark your calendars!   October 10-12 — three 
Japanese Naval ships arrive in Hilo (See page 3 such 
as a Free public event at the Afook Chinen Civic 
Auditorium and more).  November 14, 9:30—2—
Bunka No Hi (Japanese Culture Day)  starting with 
an Omikoshi Parade,  honoring our Japanese 

President, from previous page Cultural Treasures, entertainment, demos and 
displays, food, in the evening at 6 pm—you’ll be in 
for a treat with Buzen City Kagura & Jazz!  (See flyer 
in this newsletter). 
A very special thank you to Jane Miyasaki who 
volunteers many hours to make sure that our 
association lives and thrives!  Please thank Jane 
when you see her! 
We would love to have more volunteers for our 
projects, so please call the office at 969-6437. 
Hope to see you at one of the many upcoming 
events!   
 
Isshoni Yarimashou!   

Top: Rev. Hotta of Hilo Daijingu starts  the event with a traditional Shin-
to Blessing.    Right: Puna Taiko performing at event with Sensei Paul 
Sakamoto in the forefront. 

Roland Higashi, Nikkei Kigyo committee chair 
presents plaque to Bobby and Mike Fujimoto of 
HPM. 

Jan Higashi presents plaque to Larry Isemoto and 
Leslies Isemoto of Isemoto Contracting Co. Ltd. with 
Committee Chair Roland.  

We are updating our membership list and would appreciate your help in sharing your email 
address, so we can keep you informed of any information that needs to be disseminated 
quickly. Please send your info to: jcahawaii@yahoo.com. 
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After the service, graves of the 
two Japanese Training Ship ca-
dets who passed away during 
their voyages to Hawaii were vis-
ited by the reverends and the par-
ticipants.  JCAH past President 
Glenn Hirata chaired the services.  
The Master of Ceremony was Mr. 
Keith Yamakawa, the Big Island 
Buddhist Federation Chairman, 

and the Hilo Hongwanji Fujin-kai provided delicious 
desserts and refreshments. 

To read full article, please visit 
http://www.jcahawaii.org . 

2015 Ireito Memorial Service was 
held on a beautiful hot summer 
Sunday at the Alae Cemetery on 
August 23 at 2 pm.  Mrs. Pat Abe, 
a family member of the late Sena-
tor Sanji Abe and representatives 
from various organizations at-
tended the service. 

The Rimban of the Honpa 
Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin, Jeffrey 
Soga officiated the service.   

After Tommy Goya, Ireito Trustee, gave a history of 
the Ireito Memorial Service, each representative of 
the participating organizations offered incense and 
floral bouquets at the magnificent Ireito Monument. 

JCAH holds 2015 Ireito Memorial Service 慰霊塔追悼祭 

CONSUL GENERAL TOYOEI SHIGEEDA FETED AT A FAREWELL DINNER  

AT HILO HAWAIIAN HOTEL ON JUNE 22 

重枝豊英在ホノルル日本国総領事送別会 

Left: Mayor Kenoi proclaimed  June 22 
Consul General Shigeeda Day in County 
of Hawaii. 
Right: President Jan presents a gift from 
JCAH to CG Shigeeda. Photo of the  Pu’u 
‘O’o lava flow printed on aluminum.  He 
was very pleased with the kind gesture.   

KEITH NERIDA is a freshman at the University of Hawai`i at Hilo.  A 2014 graduate of 
Honokaa High School, Keith is majoring in Computer Science and Japanese Studies.  
After graduation, he wishes to enter into a career in computer science and use his Japa-
nese language skills either in the United States and/or Japan.  While in high school, he 
was actively involved in the Robotics Club, the National Honor Society, the Science 

Club, the Math League, and the Jazz band.  He served as a class officer for two years 
of high school and achieved a 3.86 GPA in high school.  Keith achieved a 3.85 GPA in 

his first semester at UH Hilo and was named to the Dean’s List.   

FRED  CHAVEZ  VI-
SAYA, JR. is a fresh-
man at the University 
of Hawai`i at Hilo.  He 
is  a  2014  graduate 
and  Valedictorian  of 

Kea`au High School and achieved a 
cumulative GPA of 4.0.  Fred is major-
ing in Performing Arts with a Music 
Concentration and minoring in Japa-
nese Studies.  In his semester at the 
university, he not only achieved a 4.0 
GPA but was also named to the Dean’s 
List. As a first-generation college stu-
dent, he is aware of the sacrifices his 
parents made to leave high school to 
support their families.  He will be study-
ing at Rikkyo University in Japan to 
pursue his dream of becoming a pro-
fessional taiko artist and to study mu-
sic.  Fred is a member and leader of 
Puna Taiko. 

RUNA IKENO is a freshman at the University of Hawai`i at Hilo.  A 2014 graduate of 
Honokaa High School, Runa arrived in Hawaii in 2007 as a fifth grader who could not 
understand or speak English.  Hard work and perseverance helped her to achieve a 3.8 
GPA in high school and to receive many achievement awards, such as being named to 
the Principal’s List.  Runa’s aspiration is to increase her knowledge of the Japanese 
language and literature and the English language and to develop her communication 

skills so she can become an expert translator.  She aspires to receive her degrees in Japanese Studies 
and Linguistics. 

2015 JCAH SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 2015年JCAH奨学生 

Take a picture of QR code on the left to access our web site that 
is customized for small devices from your smartphone or tablet. 
Our web site contains all information on this newsletter, forms 
and more. 
 
http://www.jcahawaii.org/ 



 

 

Japanese Community Association of Hawai‘i 

714 Kanoelehua Ave. #202 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 
Laurie Correa 

Karen & Milton Fuke 

Welcome new members who joined since last 
newsletter 

Kyoko Higuchi 
Raynette Kahawaiola’a 

Welcome back 

Florence Iriguchi 
Audrey & Jim Wilson 

WASHI CHIGIRI-E CLASS  
(Instructor Lily Nakao from Oahu) 

  
All Saturday classes: 10:30-3:00 

Culture & Arts Dept. (28 Shipman St., Hilo) 
 

September 12 
November 14   

(Japanese Culture Day—Bunka No Hi) 
January 9, 2016 

                 March 12                    
May 14 

 
Class fee: $10-JCAH member;  

$15-non-member  
Basic Kit: $10-JCAH member;  

$12-non-member  
——————————  

Join us!  Try this art form, tearing handmade,  
hand dyed washi paper to create beautiful art.  

Call JCAH at 969-6437 for sign-up/ information. 

Hakubi Washi Chigiri-e 
Academy Spring Grand  
Exhibition at Ueno Park 

 
1) Lily Nakao sensei 

stands in front of her 
students art 

2) Roanne Tsutsui’s show 
stopper—Hilo 

3) Nobuko Akamine - 
        Oahu  
4)    John Tyler—Hilo 
Center panel & #5 —a taste 
of Japan chigiri-e  artist!! 
 

A fabulous exhibition! 
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3 
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5 
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Music Play by Taiko Group and a Mili-
tary Band from the Training Squadron 
 

Afook-Chinen Civic Auditorium 

Sunday October 11th at 11:30am 
● Local groups 

● Matsuri Dance around 
the Mikoshi 

◆ At 9:00 a.m. on Sunday October 11. 
◆ Number of tours is limited. 
◆ Registration is required and first-

come, first-served basis. 

Training Ship Tour 

The Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force Training Squadron con-
sisting of three ships will be visiting Hilo from October 10th through 
the 12th.  This is the first time in 47 years that the Training Squadron 
will be visiting Hilo and they will bring approximately 710 officers and 
crew, including 169 newly commissioned officers.  The purpose of 
their overseas training cruise is to develop seamanship of the newly 

commissioned officers, 
cultivate their minds 
as the future leaders 
and to promote mutu-
al understanding and 
goodwill with the 
countries visited.   
 

This training tour be-
gan in June in Honolu-
lu and consists of vis-

iting 16 ports and 12 countries, all of which have ties to immigrants 
from Japan.  The final stop prior to returning to Japan will be Hilo.   
 

If you see these young officers and crew walking on the street, stop 

and give them a ride.   

From left to right: JS Kashima, JS Yamagiri and JS 
Shimayuki (Photo was taken from JMSDF brochure). 

 

October 10—12 

Japanese Cultural Treasures 
JCAH is seeking nominations for Japanese treasures, individuals who have made significant contributions to the 

preservation and perpetuating of the Japanese culture and arts in East Hawaii. Deadline for submitting nominations 

is Wednesday, September 30. The selected cultural treasures will be honored at Bunka No Hi. 

90+ JCAH Members will be recog-

nized at Bunka No Hi 
Are you 90 or over 90 and have not been recog-

nized yet?  Contact us. 

Join the OMIKOSHI Parade 

Which will precede Bunka No Hi at 9:30 a.m. 

starting at the Aupuni Center mauka parking 

lot.  

For more information, registration and submissions for events on this page: 

Call JCAH office at 969-6437, email jcahawaii@yahoo.com or visit 

http://www.jcahawaii.org. 

Forms are available for download from the website. 

Jazz Kagura in the evening of November 14 

Kagura is a form of sacred music and dance practiced as ritual before the kami, the indigenous 

deities of Japan.  

Forty kagura and jazz players from Buzen town, Fukuoka will demonstrate avant-garde “Jazz 
Kagura” as Bunka No Hi Cultural Event at Sangha Hall in the evening of November 14. Doors 
will open at 5:15 p.m. and the event starts from 6 p.m. Food concession is available. Tickets 

will be available at KTA Super Stores at Puainako and Downtown. 

Sangha Hall - Saturday November 14      Let's do it together - isshoni yarimashou! 







2015 Bunka No Hi  MOTTAINAI!3 T-shirt  

 

 

 

 

Special to JCAH members only!!  MOTTAINAI!3 T-shirt Pre-Order Form   
Please print legibly: 

 
Name ______________________________________________  Phone ______________Cell______________ 
 
Email_____________________________________________________________________________________       
 
I would like to order:  ____S  _____M  _____L   _____XL  at  $15 each  =    $______________ 
             _____ 2XL at  $17 each =    $______________ 
       _____ 3XL at  $20 each =    $______________ 

                                         
    Total payable to JCAH             $______________ 

Mail check & form to JCAH, 714 Kanoelehua Ave., Suite 202, Hilo, HI 96720 postmarked by October 8, 2015. 
Your t-shirt order will be ready for pick up at Bunka No Hi on Sat. Nov. 14, 2015 at the Sangha Hall, from 9:30 am-1 pm 

Questions? Email jcahawaii@yahoo.com or call 969-6437. 

 

Special  Offer for JCAH members only! 

Available only in Men’s Adult T-shirts  

$15 (S-M-L-XL)  $ 17 (2XL) $20 (3XL) 

Limited time only!  Order now!! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Limited number of t-shirts will be available  

at Bunka No Hi at the regular price of:   
$18 (S-XL)     $20 (2XL)     $23 (3XL) 

 

T-shirt color: Lime Green 
Men’s Adult t-shirts  

Front design 

Back “bug” of t-shirt 
(small imprint) 

mailto:jcahawaii@yahoo.com


Buzen City        Fukuoka, Japan Bunka No Hi Cultural Event! 

A unique fusion of ancient  

KAGURA + JAZZ  
By artists from Buzen City, Japan   

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2015 

SANGHA HALL (424 Kilauea Avenue, Hilo)  
6:00 PM    (doors open at 5:15 pm) 

Admission: $10 (children under 10 free) 
 

Don’t miss out!  Order your tickets now! 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

THE FIRST  150 PRE-ORDERED TICKETS  WILL BE SEATED IN A SPECIAL RESERVED SECTION!   

JCAH MEMBERS PRE-ORDER FORM— Bunka No Hi Cultural Event—Nov. 14 

 I would like to purchase   ______ tickets: x $10 per ticket = $_____________.   Enclosed is my check payable to JCAH. 

Please print legibly. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________  Phone/Cell #________________/____________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________  City______________________________  Zip_______________ 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Mail bottom section of form and check to:  JCAH, 714 Kanoelehua #202, Hilo, HI  96720.  Your tickets will be mailed to you. 
  Limited  to the first 150 tickets.   First come first served.   Deadline: October 15. 

Presented  by the Japanese Community Association of Hawaii  
in conjunction with Bunka No Hi (Japanese Culture Day) 

with assistance from   
Hawaii Shima Fukuoka Kenjinkai & Hilo Daijingu 


